
 

It’s a Festival for All                                    29th January 2009 

Indonesia: It wasn’t a wishful thinking when Peter F. Gontha, the chairman of Java Festival 

Production, shouted out loud Asia’s biggest jazz festival’s motto, “Bringing the world to Indonesia.” 

Inviting over 180 local and international artist groups to perform onstage before Southeast Asian 

audiences, his baby mega-concert, Jakarta International Java Jazz Festival (JJF), is ready to blow out 

its fifth anniversary candles on 6, 7, and 8 March 2009. 

 
Paul Dankmeyer, the artistic director, leaked few agendas of the upcoming concert while Peter F. Gontha 

listening attentively from the left-end seat. And Integrated Technologies Indonesia’s Exhibition Director, 

Hanslee Azhar on extreme right during a National Press Conference for the Indonesian Media. 

 

This year’s particular theme “It’s a Festival for All” compels some major changes happen on the 

most-awaited festival which takes place at Jakarta Convention Center. One obvious shift is AXIS 

trademark, a local GSM-card provider, emblazoned on every publishing material of Java Jazz Festival 

– replacing previous tobacco company’s major involvement. Their commitment to fully support the 

show up to 2011 gives confidence for Mr. Gontha to ensure that legendary musicians such as 

Santana, will be performing on the following year’s event. The more phenomenal performances, the 

larger the venue should be; and, Java Jazz 2010 has booked Jakarta International Expo, located at 

Pekan Raya Jakarta, to enable more viewers to come and revel in jazzy tunes. Back to present, what 

about the 2009 event? 

Numerous contributions certainly put more colors into the 2009 show. Coincidentally with the 

national government’s agenda of “Creative year,” Tourism Ministry of Indonesia features JJF as the 

most-sought entertainment and promoting-peace event the nation kindly offers. AXIS has rendered 

similarly, its being as main sponsor is to convey the message of communicating Indonesian peace to 

universe, if possible. Some countries have responded though, such as India by ushering their five 

best jazz bands to heat up the floor, followed by Japan sending their maestros, Shanghai, Austria, 

Chili, Mexico, Italy, Holland, Brazil as well as eclectic jazz tunes coming from Tunisia and Saudi 

Arabia. “We are trying to invite all countries to perform here in Indonesia,” Mr. Gontha shortly 

summarized.  

 



 

What’s more important beside these musicians, the fifth JJF has seized the opportunity to 

inaugurate the first Integrated Technologies Indonesia (ITI), an extravagant exhibition of 

entertainment and installation technologies – comprising of Professional Audio Visual, lighting 

equipment, audio enhancement and musical instruments. Companies and brands represented at the 

upcoming Integrated Technologies Indonesia include Ableton, AEA Microphones, AKG, Allen & 

Heath, antares, Arturia, ASKVideo interactive media, Atlas Sound, Audio-Technica S.E.A., Aviom, Bi-

Amp, big knob audio, blue sky, Buzzaudio, brauner.microphones, Bricasti Design, CEnTrance, 

Chandracom, COMPUWORLD, EAW, Enhanced Audio, Equation Audio, ESI Audio, Extreme Isolation 

Headphones, Focal.JMlab, Genelec, Goshen Electronics, Hercules, Joemeek, Josephson Microphones, 

Klien + Hummel, Kairos Multi Jaya, KOSS stereophones, KV2 Audio, Little Labs, Mega Suara 

International, Meyersound, Mackie, NEUMANN, QSC, Rane, Rupert Neve, Shure, Steinberg, Studio 

Projects, Tab Fukenwerk, Toft Audio Designs and many more.  

The man behind the wheel of this ambitious showcase happens to be none other than Hanslee 

Azhar, the Regional Director of Scattered Media Asia, who is organizing ITI collaboration with local 

Indonesian company Java Exhibition, following the successful, inaugural evenTech Singapore show in 

2008. ITI’s raison d’être on the festival is actually to boost Indonesians’ pride and knowledge over 

professional audio & video equipment – either as to give access for overseas products to get in touch 

with the local market. Broadcasters, event management professionals, houses of worship, DJs, and 

systems integrators are several potential business markets targeted. Latest technologies and 

solutions are to be presented as well by international manufacturers. With ITI’s emergence, 

Indonesia’s entertainment prestige is then ready to step up, paralleled to other Asia’s festive 

metropolitans. 

Still, there are a bunch of legendary jazz virtuosos appearing on the show including four-time 

Grammy-award winning Dianne Reeves, Laura Figy, Royce Campbell, Ron King Big Band, Italian-

pianist Stefano Bollani, Kirk Whallum, etc. Young talented singers hand-in-hand with outstanding 

instrumentalists of various music genres like Bryan McKnight, Eric Darius, Jason Mraz, Simon Philips, 

Prasana, Peabo Bryson also get a chance to show off their talent. Intended to enhance local 

youngsters’ enthusiasm and exposure toward jazz mainstream, these non-jazz performances are 

hooked up with local big artists ranging from Slank, Glenn Fredly, Dwiki Dharmawan, Dewa Bujana, 

Akhsan Syuman to Ecoutez band, Afgan, Tohpati, and others. A novel feature that endorses better 

appreciation on East-side Indonesian musicians, ”Amboeina,” is one among many special national 

tributes scheduled in this year’s JJF.  

One last but equally inspiring tribute is “Do Green” act pioneered by Bike to Work association, taking 

educated minds in the capital city to prefer bike rather than car on going to the show. A tribute to 

the nature, this shall lessen the traffic and the pollution, additionally promoting peaceful 

environment likewise JJF’s main goal itself. A festival for all, the fifth Jakarta International Java Jazz 

Festival surely provides exciting thrill for the audience and buzzes louder with ITI on the show.  

www.javaexhibition.com (Integrated Technologies Indonesia, 5-8 March 2009) 

www.javajazzfestival.com (Java Jazz Festival, 6-8 March 2009) 

http://www.javaexhibition.com/
http://www.javajazzfestival.com/

